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Van Gansewinkel takes over waste-processing company Milieu & Leven

15 February 2008 
Waste service provider Van Gansewinkel has taken over waste collection company Milieu & Leven (Environment & Life), which is based in Olen in Belgium. Milieu & Leven’s core activity is collecting hazardous and industrial waste. The company also provides two specialist services: the collection of soot waste and the recycling of industrial adhesives. The activities of Milieu & Leven will be integrated in the operations of the Van Gansewinkel’s regional division Central/East Belgium. The takeover deal includes guarantees that the thirteen employees of Milieu & Leven will keep their jobs. 

 

For recycling industrial adhesives, Milieu & Leven has its own adhesive waste-processing facility. Milieu & Leven, which started operations in 1997, was the first company to use this type of system. Every year, Milieu & Leven collects more than 1,500 tonnes of adhesive waste for recycling. The main purpose of the recycling process is to recover melamine, a raw material used in resins and coatings.  Milieu & Leven operates in the Greater Antwerp and Brussels regions and has grown strongly in recent years. In 2001, Milieu & Leven was proclaimed Belgium's company of the year in recognition of the responsible way it has been able to combine protection of the environment with industrial activities.   

In April 2007, AVR and Van Gansewinkel merged to form the integrated waste and environmental corporation AVR – Van Gansewinkel. This combination is active in 8 countries (the Benelux, Poland, the Czech Republic, France, England and Portugal). The corporation's core activities focus on waste collection and the sustainable processing of waste. The organisation employs more than 6,500 people and has an annual turnover of 1.2 billion euros.
